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Stibbington Centre curriculum outreach work and CPD

Vision: Every child and young
person has the opportunity to
experience positive, challenging,
new outdoor learning experiences.

burwell.house@cambridgeshire.gov.uk • 01638 741256

Core Purpose
To enhance the development of children and young people through a range
of outdoor learning experiences, helping them to achieve their full potential
and develop a positive attitude to life and learning.
Provide inclusive high quality outdoor learning for children and young
people through residential and day experiences.
Provide expertise and training for teachers to enable their delivery of
excellent outdoor learning.

Ways of working
We will:
• Provide safe, caring and challenging learning environments which seek
to broaden the experiences of all
• Promote an appreciation, understanding and care for the natural
environment
• Provide opportunities for exploration, creativity and risk-taking
• Develop partnerships with schools to cooperatively plan tailor made
residential and day experiences, which support the National Curriculum
and develop life skills
• Develop and deliver courses and activities with instructors and teachers
highly qualified in their fields

Burwell House

Outdoor learning
for your pupils
Outcomes

When young people take part in progressive, high quality
outdoor learning they:
Display increased motivation and appetite for learning, contributing to
raised levels of attainment and progress in other aspects of their
development.
Enjoy participating in outdoor activities and adopt a positive attitude to
challenge, learning and adventure.
Develop confidence and character through taking on challenges and
achieving success.
Enhance health and wellbeing, learning to appreciate the benefits of
physical fitness and gaining lifelong value of participation in activities.
Develop social and emotional awareness and increase their appreciation
of the contributions and achievements of themselves and others.
Become alive to the natural environment and understand the
importance of conservation and sustainable development.
Become enquiring and develop a range of psychomotor skills in support of
their participation in outdoor pursuits, recreation and exploration.

• Offer facilities and services which are accessible, inclusive and adaptable
Demonstrate increased initiative and innovation, self-reliance,
responsibility, perseverance, tenacity and commitment.
Extend and develop their key skills of communication, problem-solving,

leadership and teamwork.
Broaden their horizons and become open to a wider range of
employment opportunities and life chances, life choices and lifestyles.

Adapted from English Outdoor Council’s
“High Quality Outdoor Learning”, 2015

Residentials

Day visits

“A residential learning experience provides
opportunities, benefits/impacts that cannot be
achieved in any other educational context or setting.”

“Learning outside the classroom is about improving
young people’s understanding, skills, values,
personal and social development and can act as a
vehicle to develop young people’s capacity and
motivation to learn.”

Learning Away “Final Evaluation Report”, 2015
Our three high quality accredited Centres each have their own unique style
and offering. All offer fantastic fully catered residential learning experiences
led by highly qualified and motivated staff.

Burwell House is a grand 18th Century house situated
in three acres of inspirational gardens, providing
numerous opportunities for learning and exploration.
The Centre provides sole residential occupancy for up to
56 young people with accompanying adults. It offers a
wide range of outdoor activities across the curriculum,
including environmental science, geography, history
and art, and indoor activity sessions in its TV studio and craft room.

Grafham Water Centre is purpose built and provides
occupancy for up to 130 young people with
accompanying adults. It is located on the shores of
Grafham Water, England’s third largest reservoir. The
Centre is set in ten acres of grounds and provides the
ideal setting for adventurous activities such as high
ropes, orienteering, paddlesports, climbing, sailing, raft
building, mountain biking, problem solving and archery.

Stibbington Centre, situated on the site of an old

The Council for Learning Outside the Classroom, 2015

Our Centres offer a wide range of day courses for children from Early Years
through to A level.

Grafham Water Centre can deliver a range of water and land based day
programmes which can be used to support elements of your curriculum,
build rapport and reward your group / class / year for all their hard work.
Programmes can include themed days, Y7 induction or class development
sessions.
The other three day centres at Burwell House, Stibbington and Wisbech
Castle offer day courses designed to support the National Curriculum,
focussing on English, science, geography, history, maths and art. Full day
programmes in all these subject areas are available across all three sites, for
example:
•
•
•
•

Plants, animals, classification and habitats
Map skills and orienteering
Locational knowledge and geographical enquiry
Rivers, water and the water cycle

In addition, each Centre has its own specialities.

village school, is set in an acre of imaginatively designed
grounds. The Centre provides sole residential occupancy
for up to 34 young people with accompanying adults,
and has easy access to a variety of sites of environmental
interest. A wide range of activities can be tailored to
support many subjects across the curriculum. An awardwinning Eco-Centre, and main base of Cambridgeshire Environmental
Education Service (CEES), Stibbington’s ethos encourages residential visitors
to learn about sustainable lifestyles during their stay.

Burwell House has a professionally equipped TV studio in which day
groups can film scripts that they have been working on back in school –
a cross curricular literacy / teambuilding / computing experience.

Outreach work

CPD

For curriculum linked workshops on a wide variety of subjects, CEES
teachers can lead half day or full day sessions in schools. These can cover
aspects of English, geography, history, maths and science, with popular
science topics including rocks, plants, habitats, mini-beasts and energy. All
specialist equipment is provided and the workshops are led by a qualified
and experienced teacher in consultation with the class teacher.

Staff from across Cambridgeshire Outdoors can offer a comprehensive
programme of CPD events throughout the year, to support a range of outdoor
learning themes and subjects across the curriculum. Training events are held at
locations across the county and can be brought to schools if required.

For outdoor learning activities delivered on school sites and localities,
Grafham Water Centre staff can lead half day or full day sessions. These
could include orienteering, bushcraft, team challenges and archery. In
addition, Centre staff can deliver long
term outreach programmes that focus
on supporting the curriculum in PE,
maths and geography. Through a
range of outdoor team based
activities young people are fully
engaged and encouraged to learn
and think independently.
Improvements can be seen in young
people’s health, emotional well-being
and social and personal skills.

A network for subject leaders, including termly meetings and newsletter,
subject updates and courses for teachers and subject leaders.

Stibbington Centre has a classroom equipped for re-enactments of
Victorian times or for a World War Two evacuation experience.
Wisbech Castle’s Victorian parlour, kitchen and scullery in the main Castle
building are convincing locations for historical role play.

Geography and History

Science
Termly briefing meetings for subject leaders and courses on selected aspects
of the science curriculum.

English
Training events on English outside the classroom, contributing to language
development and quality of writing, especially for boys.

Mathematics
Training events on mathematics outside the classroom, designed to bring
maths to life in the school grounds.

Learning Outside the Classroom

Outdoor Education
Adviser Service
This service provides information, advice, support, guidance and training in
outdoor education, adventure activities, learning outside the classroom and
school visits.
The service gives schools access to a comprehensive stand-alone web based
system to allow schools to plan, approve, monitor and evaluate off-site
visits. The service supports School EVCs and Visit Leaders with advice,
support and guidance. It maintains this service for LA Schools and has
service level agreement process with Academies and schools outside of
Cambridgeshire.

An annual conference drawing together a day of inspiration for taking lessons
outdoors, with keynote speakers and a varied programme of workshops.

Additional opportunities include:
• Educational Visits Coordinator Training
• Outdoor First Aid Training and other
first aid courses
• Visit Leader Training
• Countryside Leader Award
• Outdoor Learning cards
• Visit emergency training
• Climbing wall consultancy
• School grounds advice
• School site mapping services
• ICT and film-making training

